During his stay in Halifax he took part in the great demonstration for women's suffrage in London in 1908. One year later the family moved to Connah's Quay in the Hawarden Circuit of the newly-formed United Methodist Church. The ten years at Connah's Quay represented the longest single appointment of his ministry, during which he acted as Young People's Secretary of the Liverpool District. He demonstrated his concern for young people in the community through his work as a co-opted member of the Flintshire Education Committee, on which he served with Helen Gladstone, a former Principal of Newnham College, Cambridge. During the First World War he was a member of the Connah's Quay tribunal appointed to hear appeals from men conscripted into the army, a remarkable appointment for a pacifist who maintained an anti-war position on the front page of The United Methodist in 1915. Brooks left Connah's Quay shortly after the end of the war for his native Lancashire, this time to serve as minister of Paradise United Methodist Church in Blackburn. Here he became a friend of church member and newspaper proprietor, T.P. Ritzema, and submitted articles to The Blackburn Daily Telegraph, The Blackburn Weekly Telegraph., and The Northern Daily Telegraph. Additional articles, written to support his brother's family during a period of unemployment, were distributed through Tillotson's Literary Agency of Bolton. His second collection, When God sends Rain. And other Talks to Boys and Girls, was published in 1921.
Brooks's next appointment was to Middlesbrough in 1923, where he held the position of Convenor of the District Meeting for Sunderland District in 1926. Poor health had rendered him unsuitable for extensive committee work, and this senior position was only one of two awarded him within the United Methodist Church, the former being his youth work in Liverpool District. District responsibilities did not prevent him from taking an active interest in the health of the chapel at Grange Road, where he sought to increase the social awareness of his congregation through a series of evening lectures by prominent individuals engaged in social, economic and religious work in the community. Middlesbrough also saw the publication of another collection of children's addresses, Just Fancy! And other Talks to Boys and Girls, which appeared the year before his departure to Bradford in 1927. Five years at Shearbridge Road in the Bradford South-East Circuit was followed by his last appointment and a return to Lancashire, to Grosvenor Square in Stalybridge, now part of the new Methodist Church following Methodist Union in 1932. Here he continued the tradition of evening lectures established in Middlesbrough, inviting Rabbi Israel Abrahams of Cheetham Hill to speak on the plight of Jews in Germany, a meeting also attended by Nathan Laski.
During his years in Stalybridge he began to develop a longstanding interest in the dialect of his youth, and issued his first dialect translation and collection of poems. Together the collected papers and publications of Joseph Barlow Brooks form a compact but rich resource for research, with three main areas of strength. The first such strength is the collection's bias towards materials which reflect the whole life of its chief subject and not just the story of a career within the Methodist New Connexion and United Methodism. It contributes towards a rounded picture of a kind that cannot be gleaned from official records. The daily work and concerns of active ministry are recorded in the memorabilia of the various chapels in which he served, and his other interests are reflected in his correspondence with distinguished personalities of his day, for example Sir Charles Trevelyan. Similarly, the years of retirement receive scant attention in denominational records, but these were the most fruitful in terms of his writing, and the letters in the collection provide useful extra information. His correspondence with Daniel O'Connor is of great interest in this respect, as is his unpublished dialect translation of Lancashire poet Francis Thompson's poem 'The Hound of Heaven'. Yet by far the most important contribution towards this record of a minister's life is the quantity of material relating to his family background, especially the letters written to his son, Harold Fletcher Brooks, which cover the years of retirement in Oxford. These add flesh to the dry bones of denominational records, and provide additional information about his family life that is not given in the published autobiography.
The second strength of the collection is closely related to the first, for it provides more than a portrait of a single individual, but a picture of a complete family network. Since all members of the family were to varying degrees involved with the Methodist New Connexion and the United Methodist Church, this picture of two families, the Brooks and the Johnsons, provides a record of the activities of lay people, whose contribution to the denomination is sadly under-represented in the Methodist Archives. A bias towards lay people also allows the opportunity to assess the contribution of women, beginning with Ann Fletcher Brooks of the Methodist New Connexion in Radcliffe. Her life, together with that of her first son, Sam Brooks, is recalled in the few surviving items relating to the early years in the chapels at Ainsworth Road and Black Moss. There is, however, a much greater amount of material relating to the Johnsons of Jarrow, who were descendants of Jinnie Atkinson the Kilhamite, one of the earliest members of the Methodist New Connexion, and her daughter, Jane Deftv, founder of the Methodist New Connexion in Jarrow. Jane Defty's son, Alderman George Johnson, had a distinguished career in public life, serving twice as Mayor of Jarrow and as a Justice of the Peace both for Jarrow and Durham County. Education was the major concern of his public work and, in addition to chairing various educational boards, he assisted with the founding of two schools in Jarrow. His four children benefited from his support for educational opportunity and his eldest daughter, Jennie, graduated as a B.Litt. from Armstrong College in the University of Durham. Like her husband, Joseph Barlow Brooks, she used her literary abilities to write articles for local and denominational newspapers and magazines, and her knowledge of children's hymns was to gain her a place on the committee entrusted with the task of editing a new hymnbook for the Methodist Church in 1934. An interest in missionary work led to service on the General Missionary Committee of the United Methodist Church and later on various committees of the Methodist Missionary Society. Her involvement in denominational committees was in fact more extensive than her husband's, but life as the wife of an itinerant minister did not allow her to undertake many public appointments within the community. However, her younger brother, George, and youngest sister, Kate, both followed their father's example in becoming Justices of the Peace. George also acted as Town Clerk for Jarrow, and Kate became increasingly active in the county branch of the British Women's Temperance Association. The remaining Johnson daughter, Lillie, was the second to obtain a degree from the University of Durham. Lillie qualified as a doctor and later worked as a medical inspector of schools, first in Northumberland and then in Durham. Her achievements, like those of other members of the family, are an impressive tribute to the social and educational ideals promoted in home and chapel. Yet Lillie was also responsible for the family break with Methodism. No longer happy with its articles of belief, she joined the Unitarian Church, and was soon followed by Kate Johnson. Harold Fletcher Brooks, who is the only member of the next generation of the family represented in the collection, also became a convert to Unitarianism. Nevertheless, he continued to value his background, and his subsequent success in the field of literary studies may be attributed in part to the cultural and intellectual influences present within two families steeped in the traditions of United Methodism.
The third and most important strength of the collection is its contribution to the official records of the Methodist New Connexion and the United Methodist Church held in the Methodist Archives. Just as the collection adds to the official records of its chief subject, so does the memorabilia associated with individual chapels and their leading members contribute to an understanding of the development of the denomination. Brooks's active ministry spanned the change from Methodist New Connexion to United Methodist Church, and from United Methodist Church to the present Methodist Church.
Throughout, his perspective remained that of circuit ministry and not central administration, and so his comments on social, political and denominational changes usually spring directly from the local situation. Local is not to be equated with parochial in this case, for the few surviving lecture programmes in the collection offer some surprising insights into the range of topics discussed by a small congregation. Black Moss Mutual Improvement Class sponsored lectures on vegetarianism, citizenship, evolution, atmospheric dust and topical subjects such as passive resistance and the Education Act, and a variety of cultural talks is advertised in the programmes of the lecture societies at King Cross and Grange Road. It can be said that the unique value of this collection consists in its contribution towards knowledge of the religious, social and cultural environment that formed and developed a man with this range of concerns and interests, and not just in its portrait of the life and personality of Joseph Barlow Brooks. Copy of will 3.14.11
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NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS
Throughout his ministry Joseph Barlow Brooks was a regular contributor to local newspapers and periodicals as well as denominational publications. Many articles were distributed to the press through Tillotson's Literary Agency of Bolton, and were a means of raising money to support the family of his brother, Sam Brooks. Journalistic contributions included sketches and reminiscences of local life; ministerial anecdotes; short stories for adults and children; sermons and children's addresses; poetry; book reviews; film criticism; accounts of sporting events. Some of the stories and poems written for the local press were reprinted in his own publications. 
